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INDIA: 75 Landmarks in 75 Years

1947-1948: Princely States 
 One of the most signifi cant achievements of the 

nascent nation ‘India’ was the relatively peaceful 
integration of more than 550 princely states 
(approx. 565) with the Union of India. 

 The accession process was largely peaceful except 
in the case of Jammu & Kashmir and Hyderabad.

 The princely states covered 48% of the area of 
pre-independent India and constituted 28% of its 
population. 

1951: 1st fi ve-year plan
 The First Five-Year Plan was presented before the 

Parliament on 9 July 1951 by then PM Jawaharlal 
Nehru.

 It was based on the Harrod–Domar model.
 In the fi rst fi ve-year plan, many irrigation projects were 

started, including Bhakra Dam and Hirakud Dam.
 Five Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) were 

established.
 The University Grant Commission (UGC) was 

established. 

1951-52: 1st General elections
 Independent India’s fi rst general elections held 

between Oct 25, 1951 and March 27, 1952
 A total of 1,949 candidates competed for 489 seats 

in the Lok Sabha. 
 The Indian National Congress (INC) won a 

landslide victory, winning 364 of the 489 seats and 
45% of the total votes polled.
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1951: 1st IIT begins journey
 With the recommendations of the Sarkar committee, 

the fi rst Indian Institute of Technology was born in 
May 1950 in Hijli, Kharagpur (IIT, Kharagpur).

 The present name 'Indian Institute of Technology' 
was adopted before the formal inauguration of the 
Institute on August 18, 1951, by Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad
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1951: Asian Games 
 India hosted the fi rst-ever Asian Games in the year 

1951 in New Delhi.

1955: SBI Nationalised
 State Bank of India (SBI) is the oldest commercial 

bank in India. It was constituted under the State 
Bank of India Act, 1955. 

 It is an Indian Multinational public sector bank 
and financial services statutory body with its 
headquarter in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 Through this Act, SBI replaced the Imperial Bank 
of India, which was the largest commercial bank 
at that time and acted as Central Bank for British 
India.

August 4, 1956: APSARA 
 India designed, and built, Asia's fi rst nuclear reactor 

Apsara nuclear reactor in on August 4, 1956.
 It was a pool type reactor of 1 MW power with 

highly enriched uranium as fuel (4.5 kg) in the 
form of plates.

1956: LIC formed and 
        1st AIIMS set up

 245 Indian and foreign insurers and provident 
societies are taken over by the central government 
and nationalised.
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1948-52: 1st Planned
        City Commissioned – Chandigarh

 In March, 1948, the Government of Punjab, 
in consultation with the Government of India, 
approved founding for the new capital, Chandigarh.

 The foundation stone of the city was laid in 1952.
 At the time of reorganization of the state in 1966 

into Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pardesh, the 
city assumed the unique distinction of being the 
capital city of both, Punjab and Haryana.
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 LIC formed by an Act of Parliament, viz. LIC 
Act, 1956, with a capital contribution of Rs. 5 crore 
from the Government of India.

 All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
was established by an Act of Parliament of 1956, as 
an autonomous institution of national importance 

and its objectives and functions were defi ned.

1957: Decimalisation of 
         Indian currency

 Indian coinage went decimal on April 1, 1957, ten 
years after it gained Independence from the British.

 The rupee remained unchanged in value and 
nomenclature. It, however, was now divided into 
100 ‘paisa’ instead of 16 annas or 192 paise.

1958: Mother India 
 Mother India fi lm was directed by Mehboob Khan 

in the year 1957. 
 The fi lm was nominated for the 'Best Foreign 

Language Film' in 1958 in the 30th Academy 
Awards. The fi lm lost to Nights of Cabiria by one 
vote.
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1960: Indus Water Treaty
 A water distribution treaty between India and 

Pakistan signed on 19 September 1960 by Indian 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistani 
president Ayub Khan. 

 The Treaty gives control over the waters of the 
three "eastern rivers" — Sutlej, Beas and Ravi to 
India, while control over the waters of the three 
"western rivers" — the Indus, Chenab and Jhelum 
to Pakistan.
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1960s: Green Revolution 
 The term "Green Revolution" was fi rst used in 1968 

by former USAID director William Gaud. 
 In India, the Green Revolution was mainly led by 

M.S. Swaminathan. 
 It was the set of research technology transfer 

initiatives occurring between 1950 and the late 
1960s, including adoption of new technologies, 
including high-yielding varieties (HYVs) of cereals, 
especially dwarf wheat and rice etc. 
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1963: 1st rocket launched 
 The beginning of Indian space programme marked 

in November 21, 1963, when INCOSPAR launched 
the US Nike Apache sounding rocket from 
Thumba, near Thiruvananthapuram. 

 The Indian National Committee for Space Research 
(INCOSPAR) was set up by Dr. Vikram Sarabhai 
in 1962 to formulate the Indian Space Programme.

 Indian Space Research Organisation, formed in 
1969, superseded the erstwhile INCOSPAR.

1965: Indo-Pak war
 The 1965 war between India and Pakistan was the 

second confl ict between the two countries over the 
status of the state of Jammu and Kashmir.

 The UN Security Council passed Resolution 211 
on September 20 calling for an end to the fi ghting 
and negotiations on the settlement of the Kashmir 
problem.

 India accepted the ceasefi re on September 21 and 
Pakistan on September 22.

1959: Doordarshan fi rst 
         Telecasted 

 Doordarshan actually began with a modest 
experiment in public service telecasting on 
September 15, 1959.

 The experiment became a service in 1965 when  
Doordarshan started beaming signals to reach 
television sets in and around New Delhi. 

 By 1972, services were extended to Mumbai and 
Amritsar and then on, to seven other cities by 1975.

1962: Indo- China war 
 The Sino-India war began on October 20, 1962 

when the People's Liberation Army of China 
invaded Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh (then 
known as the North East Frontier Agency) in a 
synchronised move.

 With a three-week ceasefi re, the war lasted till 
November 21, 1962 when China unilaterally 
withdrew from Indian territories before the snow 
could block safe passage to its forces.
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1966: First woman PM
 On January 24, 1966, Indira Gandhi sworn in as 

the Prime Minister (fi rst women to take charge), 
taking charge from Gulzari Lal Nanda.

 Indira Gandhi served as the PM for four terms for 
a period spanning a total of 5,829 days, becoming 
the second-longest serving PM so far.
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 Former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi was the 
fi rst woman to receive the Bharat Ratna. 

 She was also awarded Bangladesh’s highest 
civilian award “Bangladesh Swadhinata Samman” 

in 2011.

1970: White revolution
 ‘Operation fl ood’ a program started by National 

Dairy Development Board (NDDB) in 1970 made 
India the largest producer of the milk in the world. 

 This program with its whopping success was called 
as ‘The White Revolution’. 

 The main architect of this successful project was 
Dr. Verghese Kurien, also called the father of White 
Revolution in India.

1972: Shimla Agreement 
 The Simla Agreement signed by Prime Minister 

Indira Gandhi and President Zulfi kar Ali Bhutto of 
Pakistan on 2nd July 1972 was much more than a 
peace treaty seeking to reverse the consequences 
of the 1971 war.

 Under the Simla Agreement both countries 
undertook to abjure confl ict and confrontation 
and to work towards the establishment of durable 
peace, friendship and cooperation.

1973: The Chipko Andolan
 The Chipko Andolan was a forest conservation 

movement in India.
 The fi rst Chipko action took place in April 1973 

in the village of Mandal in the upper Alakananda 
valley.

 With encouragement from a local NGO (non-
governmental organization), DGSS (Dasoli 
Gram Swarajya Sangh), under the leadership of 
an activist, Chandi Prasad Bhatt, the women of 
the area went into the forest and formed a circle 
around the trees preventing the men from cutting 
them down.

1969: Nationalisation of
         14 banks 

 Nationalization is a process whereby the national 
government takes over the private assets into public 
ownership by an Act or an ordinance.

 14 commercial banks were nationalized by the 
Government of India on July 19, 1969, through 
an ordinance under Article 123 of the Indian 
constitution which was replaced by the Banking 
Companies Act (Acquisition and transfer of 
undertakings). 
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1974: Pokhran I Nuclear Test
 On 18 May 1974, India conducted its fi rst nuclear 

explosion. 
 The Indian government claimed the test was 

for peaceful purposes only, naming it "Smiling 
Buddha". 

 With this, India broke into the list of fi ve nuclear-
powered nations.

March 15, 1975: Hockey
         World Cup

 India won the Hockey World Cup 1975 held 
in Malaysia. India's hockey team is the most 
successful team ever in the Olympics, having won 
eight gold medals, fi ve of which have been won 
after independence. 

 The 1948 gold was even more special as it 
came against former colonisers Great Britain, a 
comprehensive 4-0 win in the fi nal match played 
in London.

April 19, 1975: Aryabhata
 India designed its fi rst space satellite, ‘Aryabhata’, 

named after the famous Indian astronomer.
 It was completely designed and fabricated in India 

and launched by a Soviet Kosmos-3M rocket from 
Kapustin Yar on April 19, 1975.

1975: National Emergency
 On June 25, 1975, President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 

declared the National Emergency by invoking 
Article 352 of the Indian Constitution and citing 
internal disturbances in the country as the sole 
reason for declaring an emergency.

April 1973: Project Tiger
 The Govt. of India had launched “Project Tiger” 

on 1st April 1973 to promote conservation of the 
tiger. Project Tiger has been the largest species 
conservation initiative of its kind in the world.

 Considering the urgency of the situation, Project 
Tiger has been converted into a statutory authority 
(NTCA) by providing enabling provisions in 
the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 through 
an amendment, viz. Wild Life (Protection) 
Amendment Act, 2006.

 Tiger population in the country totaled a dismal 
1200 in the 1970s, a fi gure which has risen to 2,967 
in 2018 (Tiger Census of 2018).
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 The emergency period from 25th June, 1975 
to 21st March, 1977 is referred to as the “darkest 
period” of independent India as all civil rights 
were suspended and the freedom of speech and 

expression muzzled. 

June 25, 1983: Cricket 
         World Cup 

 India, under Kapil Dev, defeated two-time 
champions West Indies by 43 runs in the World 
Cup fi nal to win its fi rst Cricket World Cup.

 Lord's was the venue for India's triumph as Kapil 
became the fi rst Indian skipper to lift the trophy. 

1983: INSAT-1B
 India developed the INSAT system, which is one 

of the largest domestic communication satellite 
systems owned by any country in the Asia Pacifi c 
region.

 INSAT-1B formed part of the Indian National 
Satellite System. It was launched on 30 August 
1983, it was operated in geostationary orbit at a 
longitude of 74 degrees east.

28

1984: 1st Indian To 
         Enter Space

 In 1984, Mr. Rakesh Sharma made history by 
becoming the fi rst Indian to travel to space. 

 He was part of the Soviet Union's Soyuz T-11 
expedition, which was launched on April 2, 1984.

 Astronaut Rakesh Sharma spent seven days, 21 
hours and 40 minutes in space as part of a joint 
programme between the Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) and the Soviet Interkosmos 
space programme.
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1988: First Grandmaster 
         from India

 Vishwanathan Anand became the fi rst grandmaster 
from India in 1988.

 He was the FIDE World Chess Champion from 
2000 to 2002. 

 He became World Champion in 2007 and defended 
his title in 2008.

 In 2007, he became the fi rst sports person to be 
awarded India's second highest civilian award, 
Padma Vibhushan. He is also nicknamed the "Tiger 
of Madras".
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1990-91 Kashmiri Pandit exodus
 Under shadow of militancy in Kashmir valley, 

exodus of Kashmir pandits started in January 1990, 
and continued for several months. 

 More than 60000 families were displaced from 
January 1990 onwards to other states from 
Kashmir. 

1991: Economic liberalization 
 On 24 July 1991, the then Finance Minister 

Manmohan Singh presented his fi rst ever Union 
budget. 

 The government unveiled a game-changing new 
industrial policy removing many roadblocks that 
hindered industries from fl ourishing. 

 The government also announced committees 
under former RBI governor M. Narasimham for 
proposing fi nancial sector reforms; and committee 
under Raja Chelliah for recommending tax 
reforms. 

1991: PARAM Supercomputer
 In 1991, Centre for Development of Advanced 

Computing (C-DAC), for the fi rst time unveiled 
PARAM 8000 supercomputer which had a speed 
of one giga fl op (1,000 giga fl op is equivalent to 
one tera fl op).

 The setting up of C-DAC March in 1988 itself 
was to built Supercomputers in context of denial 

of import of Supercomputers by USA

1990: Mandal Commission 
 On January 1, 1979, the Morarji Desai government 

chose Bindeshwari Prasad Mandal, a former chief 
minister of Bihar, to head the Second Backward 
Class Commission. Mandal submitted his report 
two years later, on December 31, 1980.

1989: Voting age reduced to 18
 The 61st Amendment Act, 1988 of the Indian 

Constitution reduced the voting age for elections 
to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies 
from 21 to 18 years. The act come into force on 28 
March 1989.

 The act attempted to modify Article 326 of the 
Indian Constitution. The proposal to lower the 
voting age to 18 years was made in order to 
encourage youth involvement in the country's 
electoral process. 
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 It was on 6th August 1990, the government 
of India took historic decision to introduce 27% 
reservations for “socially and educationally 
backward groups” in central services and public 
enterprises, based on the Mandal Commission 
Report.

 The National Front administration headed by V.P. 
Singh announced it in the Parliament on 7 August 

1990

1992: 73rd Constitution 
        Amendment Act 

 The 73rd Constitution Amendment Act, 1992, 
added a new Part IX to the constitution titled “The 
Panchayats” covering provisions from Article 243 
to 243(O); and a new Eleventh Schedule covering 
29 subjects within the functions of the Panchayats.

 It took effect on April 24, 1993.
 The Act gave state governments the authority to 

take the procedures necessary to formalize Gram 
Panchayats and enable them to function as self-
governing bodies.

1992: Babri Masjid Demolition 
 The then BJP president L.K. Advani embarked on 

a Rath yatra between September 25 and Oct 30, 
1990, from Gujarat to Ayodhya for construction 
of a Ram temple at Babri Masjid site, resulting in 
tensions. 

 Later, on 6 December 1992, in the northern Indian 
town of Ayodhya, a historic mosque Babri Masjid, 
standing on ground believed to be the birthplace 
of the god Rama, demolished by riotous mob 

(elements).

July 31, 1995: First mobile Call 
 Two politicians - West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti 

Basu and Union Communications Minister Sukh 
Ram - were the fi rst offi cial users of cellphones in 
India. 

 Basu called up Ram on July 31, 1995, to inaugurate 
India's first cellular service (Modi Telstra, in 
Calcutta).

1995: Metro Rail in Delhi
 The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation Limited 

(DMRC) was registered on 3rd May 1995 under 
the Companies Act, 1956 with equal equity 
participation of the Government of the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi (GNCTD) and the 
Central Government to implement the dream of 
construction and operation of a world- class Mass 
Rapid Transport System (MRTS).
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 The DMRC opened its first Metro corridor 
between Shahdara and Tis Hazari on 25th 

December, 2002.

1995: Internet in India 
 On August 15, 1995, Videsh Sanchar Nigam 

Limited (VSNL) formally launched public Internet 
service in India.

 Gateway Internet Access Service or GIAS was 
started by the state-owned VSNL on August 15 
1995, with the help of a satellite link with the US 
telecom giant MCI International. At the time, the 
service was launched in selected cities, including 
Mumbai, Delhi etc. 

39

August 15, 1995: Mid-Day 
         Meal Scheme 

 Mid-day meal aims at supplying free lunches to 
children in primary and upper primary classes in 
government-aided schools, local bodies, innovative 
education centres and Madarsas supported under 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and National Child Labour 
Project Schools.

 It is one of the largest programs across the globe 
where approximately 120,000,000 children in over 
1,265,000 schools are served the meal.

 The scheme was enacted on August 15, 1995.

40

June 1997: PDS System 
 India's Public Distribution System (PDS), launched 

in 1997, is the largest distribution network of its 
kind in the world. 

 The National Food Security Act (NFSA), together 
with state schemes in which it also contributes in 
some manner, ensures cheap ration to over 1 billion 
people.

41

1998: Operation Shakti
 Between May 11 and 13, 1998, India conducted 

a series of five nuclear bomb tests at Pokhran, 
Rajasthan, under the code name "Operation Shakti". 

 On 11 May, 1998, India declared itself a full-
fl edged nuclear armed state. 

 This was accomplished by the detonation of a 
thermonuclear weapon design, one of three nuclear 
devices with kiloton-range yields detonated 
simultaneously under the surface of the Thar Desert 
of Rajasthan near the Indo-Pakistani border.
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1999: Delhi-Lahore bus service
 In response to an invitation by the Prime Minister 

of Pakistan, Mr. Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, the 
Prime Minister of India, Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee, 
visited Pakistan from 20-21 February, 1999, on the 
inaugural run of the Delhi-Lahore bus service.

 The bus service was started to foster better 
relationships between India and Pakistan.

1999: Kargil War
 Kargil War, was an armed confl ict between India 

and Pakistan that took place between May and July 
1999 in the Kargil district of Kashmir.

 The cause of the war was the infiltration of 
Pakistani soldiers and Kashmiri militants into 
positions on the Indian side of the Line of Control, 
which serves as the de facto border between the 
two nations

 In May, 1999, an operation was launched by the 
Indian Army named 'Operation Vijay'.

 On 26 July, Kargil Vijay Diwas is celebrated every 
year to commemorate the victory in the war against 
Pakistan.

1998: First Call centre in India 
 In the late 1990s Indian entrepreneur Pramod 

Bhasin had an idea: why couldn't English speaking 
Indians answer the customer calls coming into US 
businesses on the other side of the world and charge 
a fraction of the price of home grown services.

 Mr. Bhasin set up India's fi rst call centre in 1998 
with just 18 employees taking calls in an offi ce 
where the booths were divided by saris hanging 
from the ceiling.
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 The Act is hailed as one of the most powerful 
tools that the citizens have been granted to make 
democracy accessible and governance transparent. 

December 13, 2001: Attack
         on Indian Parliament 

 On December 13, 2001 there was attack on the 
Indian Parliament that left the entire nation aghast. 
Two Pakistan-based groups, namely Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), were 
responsible for the horrifi c attack that claimed the 
lives of six Delhi Police personnel, and others. 

 Then winter session of the Parliament was going on.

46

October 12, 2005: RTI Act 
 The Right to Information Act (RTI) Act was passed 

by Parliament in 2005, throwing government 
departments open to scrutiny and helping people 
to acquire any information they want from 
government offi cials.

47

2007: First Woman President
 Pratibha Devisingh Patil made history as she took oath 

as India’s fi rst woman President on July 25, 2007.
 Previously, on November 8, 2004, Patil became the 

Governor of Rajasthan, the fi rst woman to occupy 
the post.

49

2008: Chandrayan-I launched
 Chandrayaan-1, India's fi rst mission to Moon, was 

launched successfully on October 22, 2008 from 
SDSC SHAR, Sriharikota.

 The spacecraft was orbiting around the Moon 
at a height of 100 km from the lunar surface 
for chemical, mineralogical and photo-geologic 
mapping of the Moon.

 The spacecraft carried 11 scientifi c instruments 
built in India, USA, UK, Germany, Sweden and 
Bulgaria.

51

2009: RTE Act, 2009
 The Constitution (Eighty-sixth Amendment) Act, 

2002 inserted Article 21-A in the Constitution of 
India to provide free and compulsory education 
of all children in the age group of six to fourteen 
years as a Fundamental Right in such a manner as 
the State may, by law, determine. 

52

2008: Abhinav Bindra
        Gold Medal 

 Abhinav Bindra became the fi rst Indian to win 
an individual Olympic gold medal in Beijing on 
August 11, 2008.

 Abhinav, who became a World champion in 2006 
in Zagreb, beat defending champion Zhu Qinan in 
his backyard for the gold in the Beijing Olympics 
in 2008.

50

2005: MGNREGA Act
 The Indian Parliament passed the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act on 23rd 
August 2005.

 The MGNREGA Act, which is the largest work 
guarantee programme in the world, was started 
with the primary objective of guaranteeing 100 
days of wage employment per year to rural 
households. 

 The act came into force on February 2, 2006 in 
200 backward districts. 
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 The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 
Education (RTE) Act, 2009, which represents the 
consequential legislation envisaged under Article 
21-A, means that every child has a right to full time 
elementary education of satisfactory and equitable 
quality in a formal school which satisfi es certain 
essential norms and standards.

 It requires all private schools to reserve 25 per cent 
of seats for poor children.

2013: Food Security
 The enactment of the National Food Security Act 

(NF SA) 2013 on July 5, 2013 marks a paradigm 
shift in the approach to food security from welfare 
to rights based approach. 

 The Act legally entitles up to 75% of the rural 
population and 50% of the urban population to 
receive subsidized food grains under Targeted 
Public Distribution System.

 Foodgrains under NFSA were to be made available 
at subsidized prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice, 
wheat and coarse grains respectively for an initial 
period of three years.

November 5, 2013: 
         Mangalyaan Launched 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
successfully launched Mars Orbiter Mission 
(MoM) to probe Mars. 

 It is the fi rst Asian nation to reach Mars orbit, and 
the fi rst nation in the world to do so in its fi rst 
attempt.

 One of the most cost-effective large-scale space 
missions, the Mangalyaan mission, was budgeted 
around 450 crore rupee.

54

 NITI Aayog has been set up "to provide a 
critical directional and strategic input into the 

development process".

2015: NITI Aayog formed
 The Union Government on January 1, 2015 

established NITI Aayog (National Institution 
for Transforming India), as replacement for the 
Planning Commission.

August 28, 2014: 
         PM Jan Dhan Yojana

 The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) is a 
fi nancial inclusion programme of the Government 
of India for Indian citizens, which was launched 
in 2014.

 The programme aims to offer them affordable 
access to fi nancial services such as bank accounts, 
remittances, credit, insurance and pensions. 

 As on 10th August , 2022 number of total PMJDY 
Accounts: 46.25 crore and Total deposit balances 
under PMJDY Accounts stand at Rs. 1,73,954 crore

2014: India became Polio free
 South-East Asia Region of WHO (including India) has 

been certifi ed polio free by “The Regional Certifi cation 
Commission (RCC)” on 27th March 2014. 

 India reported its last polio case from district 
Howrah, West Bengal in January, 2011.

 WHO on 24th February 2012 removed India from 
the list of “endemic countries with active polio 
virus transmission”

55
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December 11, 2014: 
        International Yoga Day announced 

 Yoga is an ancient gift that the world has received 
from India, a country at whose behest the United 
Nations proclaimed 21st June as the International 
Day of Yoga by resolution on 11 December 2014.

 The International Day of Yoga aims to raise 
awareness worldwide of the many benefits of 
practicing yoga.
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2015: UJALA
 In January 2015, the Indian government introduced 

the UJALA (Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for 
All) scheme, which is also known as the LED-
based Domestic Effi cient Lighting Programme 
(DELP), to promote energy efficiency in all 
households.

 Distribution of 36.79 Crore (as on 16.03.2022) 
LED bulbs resulted in energy saving of 47,784 
million units of electricity per annum, peak demand 
reduction of 9,566 MW and 38.70 million tonnes 

of CO2 emission reduction annually.

59

12 July 2016: Aadhar Act
 The Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI) is a statutory authority established under 
the provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery 
of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefi ts and 
Services) Act, 2016 on 12 July 2016 by the 
Government of India.

 UIDAI was created to issue Unique Identifi cation 
numbers (UID), named as "Aadhaar", to all 
residents of India.
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October 21, 2016: UDAN 
 The Government of India launched the UDAN 

Scheme in October 2016 to enable the common 
citizens to have access to air travel. 

 In April 2017, the fi rst fl ight from Shimla to Delhi 
under the UDAN scheme was fl agged off by the 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi himself.

61

August 28, 2016: Scramjet 
         Rocket Engine tested

 ISRO successfully tested a Scramjet Rocket Engine, 
in 2016, which essentially uses atmospheric 
oxygen from the surroundings to burn it with the 
fuel to produce a forward thrust. 

 This technology is in stark contrast to the 
conventional chemical rocket systems that carry 
both oxygen and fuel together. The development of 
the high-speed technology system will be a game-
changer in India's futuristic space transportation 
sector.
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August 2016: Indian
        Nuclear Submarine Commissioned 

 The Arihant-class is a class of Indian nuclear-
powered ballistic missile submarines being built 
for the Indian Navy.

 The lead vessel of the class, INS Arihant was 
launched in 2009, and after extensive sea trials, 
was confi rmed to be commissioned in August 2016.

 India became the only country outside the UN 
Security Council to Commission a nuclear 
submarine in 2016.

63

November, 2016: 
        Demonetisation in India

 On 8 November 2016, the Government of India 
announced the demonetisation of all ₹500 and 
₹1,000 banknotes. 

 It also announced the issuance of new ₹500 and 
₹2,000 banknotes in exchange for the demonetised 
banknotes.

64

February 15, 2017: ISRO 
         launched 104 Satellites 

 In its thirty ninth fl ight (PSLV-C37), ISRO's Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle successfully launched the 
714 kg Cartosat-2 Series Satellite along with 103 
co-passenger satellites on February 15, 2017 from 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR, Sriharikota. 

 India successfully put a record 104 satellites from a 
single rocket into orbit in 2017. This is the highest 
number of satellites ever launched in a single 
mission by any country in the world.

July 1, 2017: One Nation 
        One Tax - GST

 Before the 1st July, 2017, Indian indirect tax regime 
was highly fragmented. Centre and States were 
separately taxing Goods and services. There were 
many taxes like excise duty, service tax, VAT, CST, 
purchase tax, entertainment tax, octroi.

 The Goods and Services Tax (GST), the biggest 
tax reform, was rolled out on July 1, 2017 from 
precincts of the Central Hall of Parliament.

 The idea of “One Nation, One Tax” was first 
propounded by Atal Bihari Vajpayee in the year 2000.
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September 6, 2018:
        Section 377 struck down

 Section 377 of the IPC categorised consensual 
sexual intercourse between same sex people as an 
“unnatural offence” which is “against the order of 
nature”. 

 Naz Foundation (India) Trust challenged the 
constitutionality of Article 377 under Article 14, 
15, 19 and 21 before the Delhi High Court.

 On September 6th, 2018 the fi ve-judge Bench 
partially struck down Section 377 of the Indian 
Penal Code, decriminalising same-sex relations 
between consenting adults.

67

 Before its establishment as a statutory 
authority, UIDAI was functioning as an attached 
offi ce of the then Planning Commission (now NITI 
Aayog)

 The fi rst UID number was issued on 29 September 
2010 to a resident of Nandurbar, Maharashtra.

 According to a 2018 report from the Reserve 
Bank of India, approximately 99.3% of the 
demonetised banknotes, or ₹15.30 lakh crore (15.3 
trillion) of the ₹15.41 lakh crore that had been 
demonetised, were deposited with the banking system
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August 5, 2019: Revocation
        of Article 370 

 On August 5, 2019, the President of India issued 
the Constitution (Application to Jammu and 
Kashmir) Order, 2019, pursuant to article 370(1) 
of the Constitution of India.

 On August 6, the President implemented the 
resolution and revoked Jammu and Kashmir’s 
special status through Presidential Order, which 
stated that, as of August 6, 2019, “all clauses of 
the said article 370 shall cease to be operative”.

 During the same period, the Parliament of India also 
passed the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation 
Act, 2019.
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2019: Instant Triple 
         Talaq Banned

 The Supreme Court had declared the practice of 
instant triple talaq unconstitutional and a divorce 
pronounced by uttering Talaq three times in one 
sitting void and illegal.

 Later, Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill was passed by the parliament on 
July 30, 2019 to make a law that criminalised 
instant triple talaq.
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12 December 2019: 
         CAA Enacted

 The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) was 
enacted by the Government of India on 12 
December 2019.

 The act grants citizenship to Hindus, Christians, 
Sikhs, Buddhist, Jains and Parsis - from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh who had 
arrived in India before December 31, 2014.

 The move sparked a widespread national and 
overseas ongoing protests against the act and its 
associated proposals of the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC).
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October 02, 2019: Open 
         Defecation Free (ODF)

 To accelerate the efforts to achieve universal 
sanitation coverage and to put the focus on 
sanitation, the Prime Minister of India had 
launched the Swachh Bharat Mission on 2nd 
October 2014. 
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 Under the mission, all  villages, Gram 
Panchayats, Districts, States and Union Territories 
in India declared themselves "Open-Defecation 
Free" (ODF) by 2nd October 2019, the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, by constructing 

over 100 million toilets in rural India.

2020: India’s Climate 
        Change Mitigation Commitments

 India is the only country on track among the G20 
nations to meet its climate change mitigation 
commitments, according to the 2020 Climate 
Transparency report published on November 18, 
2020.

2021: Vaccine Maitri
         Programme

 India supplied COVID-19 related medical and 
other assistance, to over 150 countries since the 
beginning of COVID-19 pandemic.

 Since the start of Vaccine Maitri Programme in 
January, 2021, India has supplied 723.435 lakh 
doses of COVID vaccine to 94 countries and 2 UN 
entities in the form of grant, commercial export or 
through COVAX till 29th November, 2021.

August 7, 2021: Javelin gold
        to Neeraj Chopra 

 On August 7, 2021, Neeraj Chopra won the men’s 
javelin throw gold medal at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics.

 It was India’s fi rst-ever Olympic medal in athletics 
and the realisation of a long-standing dream - one 
which legends like Milkha Singh and PT Usha 
had also chased but fallen short of by agonisingly 
narrow margins.

 Moreover, Neeraj Chopra’s Tokyo crown was 
India’s second individual gold medal at the 
Summer Games after Abhinav Bindra’s shooting 
title at Beijing 2008.
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2022: Droupadi Murmu
        1st tribal President

 On July 25, 2022 Droupadi Murmu scripted 
history when she sworn-in as 15th President of the 
Republic of India.

 She is India's fi rst Adivasi (tribal) and second 
woman President.
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